4              ANNIE BESANT

that temple with proper ceremonials, of which 1 have vivid'
memory, though I could not have been very old at the time.
Mrs. Besant stopped after a few steps, knowing that a non-
Hindu couid not go inside a Hindu temple even though this
temple was in the compound of the College which she
herself had founded. My father tried almost to push her
along, saying it was all right and that she was perfectly
entitled to go En. If I remember aright, she mounted one or
two more steps, perhaps to please him, but really did not go
right up to the temple, and placed her offering at a little
distance from the image.]0

GIFTS TO CHILDREN

Well. so in our family, the mothers were still orthodox,
and food was served to all on that day in silver, in order
presumably that the difference should not be known; and
ordinarily the presence of silver would always give a guest
the idea that special honour was being paid to him rather
than that any caste restrictions were being observed. The
boys and the girls of the family served the food out in
plenty, rushing between the diners and the kitchen, having
taken their own food beforehand. They insisted on filling
Mrs. Besant's plate over and over again, even when she was
not eating at all. Like almost all great persons of action,.
she was really a very spare eater. After the meal there
was the great gathering, to look into the wonders of the
box in which she brought varied things suitable for the dif-
ferent children. I never made inquiries as to whether she
made sure of our number; but the fact is that each child